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Band-toiled Pigeon in Centre Countv, PA 

on- December 18, 1982, about 3 P .~I., I saw a Band-tailed Pigeon, perched in 

a large oak on the edge of a farm woodlot northeast of TusseY'!ille,·:ncar~State 

College, PA. W'hile the bird was restless, flying occasionally to adjoining 

branches and trees, it allow~d relatively close observation within 40 feet, and 

was observed and studied for more than half an hour. Rock Doves around'the farm 

allowed some comparison; they are· smaller, have white rump patches (which,·; :.• 

this pigeon lacked), and rarely perch in trees. All of the field marks: of the 

Band-tailed Pigeon were observed and verified by my party on the Christmas Bird 

Count (Mark Roberts, Jane Richey, and .. James P. Bucher) using 8x40 binoculars, 

including the white crescent· around the nape; yellow bill with black tip; red 

rim around the eye; yellow feet; and a 2" ligli.t grey tail band; set off from 

the darker grey of the rest of the tail by a narrow black band. The under

parts were a lighter grey than the upperparts and tinged with pink. 

Although a person on the farm reported that the bird had been around for 

several days, it was not seen subsequently by other observers. 

This is the first Pennsylvania record for the Band~tailed Pigeon, Since 1971 

birds have been recorded east of the Mississippi River in 9 other states (Alabama, 

Oct. 23, 1971; New Hampshire, Jan: 3-15, 1972; Florida, Sept. 25-27, 1973; 

Tennessee, Apr. 9, 1974; Mississippi, Dec, 2, 1978;Maine, Apr. 25-,,.Nay 2, 1980; 

New Jersey, Sept. 17, 1980; Indiana, Jan. 11-27, 1981; Minnesota, Sept, 18, 1982) 

and twice in eastern Canada (.Ontario, Oct._ 20., 1978); New Brunswick, Feb, 1-15, 

1981). (American Birds, various issues). 

Edward C. Budd, 608 W. Fairmount Ave., State College, PA.i68Ql 
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,,1J',1'I'Vc.n· W?"l c.1ng th::.s ,1ccount ..i.nd date _E..,d..._.B ... u1,1,dy,d ... ,_1_2_/_l_8_/_a_2 ___________ _ 
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one :iP:~c~r~$ .Jand-tailed Pigeon NUMBER, AGE, ::iEX 
noticeable larger than--;-

IJ':. s t..inc.:e f C"O:':l bl. rd ( s) abnnt 40 fee~e la ti ve s l ze of bi rd .,..Ro......,ck=--D"'"o.._v_e,._ ______ _ 

H~:,~o &r ~EC:< (Describe forehead,crown,auricular,rnalar region,meciian line.etc.) 
J_:~e.Y.z_ with pinkish cast. A horizontal white line around nape, with darker, scaled feathers 
below. 

--··•-- - -----------------------------------------
FY!-: .i.. l.O~~·s (O,.:.;:;cri!.>e supcrr.1.l1u1:1, r1nq. :::tripc,color,otc.) Red rim around eve. 
. .. -- .. --- ___ ,. _____________ ·---

L'?P~.-<PA.q':"!i JO~:>cr1be napeJ back, rum~, upQer tail coverts.etc.) grey; s1oce at 

,_c;.lose range the bird was directly aboye us, and the sun J ow, 1 t was d1 ffi coJ t to rnake out 
the intensity of grey, although darker than underparts. No ub1te rump patch, 

U:l:):·::U'/,R7S (Describe throat,belly,side,flanks,crissum
1
etc.) lighter grey, 

with pinkish cast, as above. 

RF.TRTCES (Oescr1be inner,m1ddle,outertail feathers,color .pattern,shape,etc.) 
',r.enerally grey. The last two inches of tail very light grey, set off by a narrow black 

---ba~- fr~e~~f tail, which was darker grey~ 

"'r:H.; ( D<"!i c-r1 be color, length, shape, linings, bars, coverts, leading and trailing 
e1:1()r~:i, etc.) .CeneraJJ;r •m1for:m si:ay, No wingbars, etc. 

VOC/\L I Zi\TI ON -=s;.::i;.::l.;::e,:,;:n,;:;,t ______________________________ _ 

BE:iiAVIOR ..J>~rchini relatively biih up in oaks 1D a farmer's woadJat, ao edge of fieJd 
_w~~~2..fly short distances to adjoining trees or branches when flushed. Craned its rather 

_j_nn1: ":.cli: 1 ccx:;,o,r' J ;dth ro.k dove:} freciuentb, Rt;! t.liec ... , q~~ t :ill' 

D,•te of ooservation 12/18/82 Time J PM Weather cold {25°) Sky cover cl~a.i:. 

D-.:.~·.:.tLon of observationAbout 1/2 houi3ird - Sun orientation bird above sun l~
(sun fairly low toward horizon, but behind us; bird 

F:xa ct. location above us. as noted), 

ii,1bi t..i t .. s~e..,Q~u...ai:l""d,41a .. J::--"b~a~b.a ...... v.i.-wo-.ar-a~bog.•¥,rw.a--- Other observers Phil Bucher, Jane Richey,Mark 
Roberts. 

Optical equipment 8x40 binocu~::.a.:.r.:;:;.s _____ _ 

AD!JI TIONAL CO:-.tMEN'TS It was possible for us to observe this bird at cur lei sure, and as 
long as we wanted to. According to a nearby resident, the bird had been around for some 

. !avs (a week?). The EXACT LOCATION was on road from Tusseyyille.to Pa route 45; 1,2 ~ 
~NNW of russeyville; 0.5 miles SSE of route 45, at farm complex au jog in road. 

(I had a considerable amount of field experience with this bird when I lived in the West.] 
AN ACCOMPANYI~G SKETCH OR PHOTOGRAPH CAN BE .AN EXCELLENT FURTHER DOCUMENTATION '.. . 
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I Record No.: 409-01-1982 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # of 

Species: Band-tailed Pigeon 

Date of Sighting: Dec 18, 1982 

Observer(s): Edward C. Budd 

Date of Submission: 1990 

Submitted by: Edward c. Budd thru John Peplinski 

Member Class I Class II Class m Class IV Class V 

A B C 

E. Kwater X 
B.Haas >< 
F. Haas >< 
R. Leberman X 
G. McWilliams >< 
S. Sautner .X 
P. Schwalbe X 
TOTALS ;> er 
DECISION ;x 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary): ®i/ b ~-~ Date: 
//- /tJ--/0 




